
 

 
Program and Thematic Review Committees 
 
The World Conference on Drowning Prevention 2017 scientific program was 
developed after two calls for abstracts and an extensive review process by the 
Thematic Chair and reviewers.  These groups reviewed nearly 500 abstracts, 
guided program development and were given opportunities to recommend 
keynotes, symposia and workshops.  Following the evaluation of papers and 
speakers, the WCDP 2017 program was developed. 
 
WCDP 2017 Program Committee 
 
Justin Scarr – Program Committee Chair 
Steve Beerman – Partnerships Theme Chair 
Joost Bierens – Disaster Theme Co-chair 
Jenny Blitvich – Swimming & Water Safety Education Theme Chair 
Barbara Byers – Prevention Theme Co-chair 
Shane Daw – Disaster Co-chair 
Richard Franklin – Data/Research Theme Co-chair 
Peter George – Rescue Theme Co-chair 
Dan Graham – Rescue Theme Co-chair 
Ana Dominguez Pachon – Prevention Theme Co-chair 
Ana Catarina Queiroga – Data/Research Co-chair 
Peter Wernicki – Medical Theme Chair 
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We wish to acknowledge the following people for reviewing WCDP 2017 
abstracts: 
 
Michael Bassett-Foss 
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Shelley Dalke 
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Hafþór Guðmundsson 
Natalie Hood 
Job Kania 
William Koon 
Alison Mahony 
Yasuko Nakagawa 



 

Amy Peden 
Stacey Pidgeon 
Dan Ryan 
Linda Quan 
Sabine Spinde 
Robert Stallman  
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